HISTORY OF THE DECCAN

names to which are attached a great deal of interest and

romance.*

The work of these men was the last desperate attempt
of the French to recover the prestige and power wielded
by Dupleix, Lally, and Suffrein, and to wrest from the
rival English the Empire that was drifting into their
hands, which, but for the supineness and lethargy of the
French Government of the middle of the eighteenth
century, would most certainly have been the heritage of
France. Looking back now after the lapse of more than
a century, it is easy to say that the idea of the French
Empire in India was bound to fail, but about the year
1795 it was as near success as possible. Malleson thus
describes the position (Final French Struggles, Book III) :
" To enable the Princes of India to meet the English
successfully in the field, it was necessary above all things
to impart to their troops a thorough knowledge of Europ-
ean discipline and a complete acquaintance with the
system of European strategy. To this somewhat venture-
some task the sons of France bent themselves with untir-
ing energy. They gave to it often their lives, almost
always their every faculty. They had much to aid them.
The native princes who employed them knew *at least
that their hatred of England was not feigned ; that they
had nothing so much at heart as the humiliation of the
rival of their own country. They, therefore, gave them
almost always a confidence without stint. Their behests
were but rarely refused. They worked under the avowed
sanction and with the authority of the prince whom they
served. And, if they did not succeed, their want of
success is to be attributed rather to the jealousies which
prevented combination amongst the native princes than

* Attention may here be drawn to Campton's European Military Adventurers
of Hindustan, published by Fisher Unwin & Co., " Adventure Series."